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dramatist, not as a politician, that he first made his mark.
He became known as the patriot dramatist, and between 1789
and 1791 he produced no less than eight successful plays at
different Paris theatres, of which Le Famille Patriote, ou la
Federation, is the most famous.1 The titles of the others are
worth mentioning, if only to show Collot's skill in taking-
advantage of the subjects which most attracted the Parisian
populace at the time they were produced; they are L'Inconnu,
ou le Prejugenovvelle'mentvaincu; Adrienne, ou le Secret de
la FamMe; L'Aine et le Cadet; La Jour nee de Louis XII.;
Isabelle et Don Louis; Les Porte/exiles; and Le Proc&s de
Socrake, ou le Regime des anciens temps. His reputation was
further confirmed by his winning the prize of the Jacobin Club
for a national almanack with his Almanack du Pere Gerard
pour 1792, which was translated into English, German, and
Dutch, and went through innumerable editions.2 This
almanack, which made Collot5s political fortune, was by no
means republican, but evidently the work of a constitutional
royalist, and it is curious to note here the names of the judges
who awarded him the prize on behalf of the Jacobin Club.
They were Condorcet, Gregoire, Polverel, Lanthenas, Clavi&re,
and Dusaulx. Collot d'Herbois devoted half his prize to the
cause of the Swiss soldiers of the Regiment of Chateau Vieux,
and he it was who, remembering his old days of theatrical
management, organized the great lete in honour of the released
mutineers in March, 1792.3 He was now so well known that,
when the electors for Pans assembled to choose deputies to
the Convention, he was e]ected their president, and on the
following day third deputy to the Convention, next to
Robespierre and Danton. He soon made his mark by his
real, if somewhat theatrical eloquence, and after showing his
ability on mission, notably at Nice in January and at Orleans
in April,4 171)3, he was, on September C, 1793, chosen with
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